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NEXT architects

Sense of Place — The Atlas of the Cultural Ecology of Rotterdam

Rotterdam, the Netherlands 2004

RP2AN-T=RF7V
BOBR— Oy FAFLOXEIIAOS ~DRE
54 QyFASL 2004

An attitude towards the public domain: five recent
projects

NEXT architects combines a design practice with innovative
research, This research explores the potential that arises from
contemporary urban, cultural and social developments and is
characterized by a survey into new typologies that appeal to
actual phenomena as scale-enlargement and the fading of
physical and virtual boundaries. A motive behind many projects
is mobility and accessibility, where on different levels of scale
the relation between urban development and movement
evolves. An example is the project ‘Land of Layers’, honored
with the Archiprix 2000. Within the office of NEXT architects
the research work runs parallel to the design commissions. The
synergy between design and research is of great benefit to the
contextual development of the work.

The subject of the research work ‘Sense of Place ~ The Atlas
of the Cultural Ecology’ is the public domain. Within a series
of cartographical exercitations the dynamics of the public
domain as Transformation, Ethnicity and Flows are explored
and projected on the functional background of the physical city.
It is a device to understand the city as a system of layers and a
tool 1o explain the potential of urban development, the use of
the city and capacity to activate urban life.

The Atlas of the Cultural Ecology represents a first attempt
towards a new attitude, a different way of looking at the public
domain of the city of today.

A different attitude towards the Public Domain is also subject in
four recent architectural projects: Bridges Glanerbeek,
Circlepath, Booster and Tour de Belvedere. A common
characteristic of these four architectural interventions in public
space is 8 minimal and simple act to reconfigure the present
conditions thereby creating specific experiences.

Circlepath is an addition to a forest, which places the existing
in & new perspective. On one side the path lies 3 meters below
ground level and on the other side it reaches a height of 35
meters, Walking this path is like walking a section through a
forest, starting at the roots through branches all the way up to
the peaks.

Bridges Clanerbeek are based on the concept of cutting-up
the different transport lanes of bike, bus and pedestrian. By
giving each lane its maximum height and angle of inclination, a
maximum of transparency towards the water is created. A
bench on the highest point makes the bridge into an
autonomous urban space.

Booster: Normally utilitarian buildings have no meaning for
the public realm. This project combines a pumping-station for
the Amsterdam sewerage with a public function: on top of the
building a skating landscape is developed with soul plates and
full pipes.

Tour de Belvedere is formed by a continuously inclining walk
that offers a continuously changing perspective on an interior
exposition-space and it's surroundings. The exhibition /
belvedere-tower consists of a 35-meter high space: an exhibition
space that radiantly changes into ‘view-space’ and finally into a
CTOW's nest.
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